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'dhondh d'imposer 1 dance à tous les 


e Le FA On avec celle de Gluck pour ne pas établir 
Ralité qui annoncerait un esprit de cabale dont il était inca 
Le ministre ne souscrivit pas, bien entendu, à Ja première 

mande ; mais il fit droit, quant à présent, à la seconde en disant 
l'Iphigénie de Gluck nesérait représentée qu’à la dernière extré- 
et encore après avoir pris ses ordres. » 


A ait 


ux d'amis et d’ennemis. Les deux partis étaient sous les armes. 
fut tout surpris d'entendre une instrumentation vigoureuse, des 
hœurs bien mouvementés, des airs d’une ampleur magistrale. Les 


+ SD jm 
' Mg 


troublée par un incident pénible : Mie Laguerre se présenta 
re devant le public. « Ce n’est pas Iphigénie en Tauride, cria le 
terre, e’est Iphigénie en Champagne! » L'ouvrage ne fut pas 
té et le pauvre Piceinni revint chez lui la mort fe l'âme. La 
s'émut de ce scandale. Me Laguerre reçut l'ordre de passer 
X pe au fort ue Dire elle revint, elle chanta comme 


avait pas à s’illusionner sur sa fin prochaine. Ses traits fati- 
È ses yeux cernés, mais brillant d'un éclat fiévreux, sa mai- 
ne révélaient que trop l'arrêt qui l'avait frappée. — L'/phigé- 

ie de Piccinni eut vingt représentations. On fa fit ensuite alterner 
celle de Gluck devant laquelle son succès (out d’abord se 
int, mais à la fin, le compositeur allemand lemporta devant le 
ic et resta maître du chämp de bataille. 

5 juin 1781 pendant une ere d' Orphée, le feu prit 


une 


re, M. An “tt Rd Re la. 


première représentation eut lieu devant un concours tumul- 
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Brief Biographies 
OP DISTINGUISHED MUSICIANS. 
Specially prepared for the New York Musical World. 
NO. v. 


AmoxG the distinguished musicians of the |. 


eighteenth century, the name of 
NICOLO PICCINI 
stands prominent. Like Gluck his cotemporary, 
Piccini was also an innovator upon the style and 
structure of the Italian opera ;—and, on good 
authority, he was ranked amongst the most fer- 
tile and original composers that the Neapoli- 
tan school had ever produced. He was born 
at Bari, a town in the kingdom of Naples, in 
1728. Scarcely anything of his early life has 
been preserved,—perhaps because it was not 
materially different from the life of others. We 
know however, that his father intended to devote 
” him to the priesthood of the Roman church ;— 
but, 50 great was his passion for music, that the 
father was obliged to yield to his sons wishes and 
invincible determination to become a musician. 
In fact, he was a musician, though his father was 
ignorant of it, a result which accident alone dis- 
covered to him. 
PICCINI'S MUSICAL EDUCATION. 

At the age of fourteen, in 1742, Piccini was 
placed in the Conservatory of St. Onophrio, which 
was then under the charge of Leo. Under this 
master, and, after his death, under Durante, Pic- 
cini remained twelve years, in close and self-de- 
nying toil, acquiring a musical education. Often 
he was cheered on by the praises of friends, and 
as often perhaps was he reproached for what was 
esteemed youthful madness, by his first stern 
master. His genius, like that of many both be- 
fore and since his day, was neïther understood 
nor appreciated, by those whose life was the mea- 
sure of a routine, and whose nature was cast in 
an iron mould. Piccini wasat first, an impatient 
and impulsive scholar, who spurned the common 
restraints of a slow and plodding life ;—but af- 
terwards, though his was an ardent genius, he 
was more willing to submit to rigid and thorough 
drilling which, after all, comes not amiss even to 
the greatest minds. 

A single anecdote is preserved, which shows 
his character at this early age. Whilst he was 
under Leo, he indulged his inclination for com- 
position, as he thought, quite unknown to his 
master. But an eaves-dropper stood between 
them, and communicated to the former the irre- 
gular conduct of his pupil. Leo sent for the 
culprit, and ordered him in a severe and stern 
tone of voice to produce his score. In great 
alarm, Piccini brought and placed it in the mas- 
ter's hands, who turned over the leaves very 
carefully, and ordered it to be played on the 
spot. The performers were summoned and the 
parts distributed. When all was ready, Leo 
very gravely put the conductor’s baton into young 
Piccini’s hand, and desired him to beat the time! 
Piccini in great confusion, saw no other course 
except to obey; and giving the signal with a 
trembling hand, the piece commenced. As it 
went on, the youthful mæstro forgot his fears, 
and conducted the performance with decision and 
fire. The auditors were charmed with the spirit 
and effect of the music : everybody loaded the 
composer with praises except Leo, who, after re- 
maining silent for some time, reproved Piccini 
for thus abusing the delightful gift he had re- 
ceived from nature. Said he,—instead of study- 
ing the principles of Art, you give yourself up to 


all the flights of your imagination ; and, when 
without plan or rule you have succeeded in 
making what you call a score, you think you 


have accomplished a master-piece ! 


from himself. 


After Leo’s death, Durante, who was Piccini’s 
master became very much attached to him, and 
delighted in explaining to him the secrets of har- 
He used to say—the others are my 


mony. 
scholars,—but this young man is my friend ! 
PICCINI'S PROFESSIONAL LIFE. 


In 1754, Piccini left the Conservatory, and be- 
gan to compose operas for one of the smaller 
theaters in Naples. The first fruits of his genius 


were comic operas, which were very favorably re- 
ceived by the public :—one of which,—Z7 curioso 
del proprio danno, it is said, had a run of four suc- 
cessive seasons ;—a circumstance thought to be 
most extraordinary in Italy, where there is such 
an incessant craving after novelty. 

In 1756, he wrote and produced his first serious 
opera, which was called Zenobia, and was per- 
formed at the theater of San Carlo in Naples, 
with the most brilliant success. 

PICCINI IN ROME. 

By this time, Piccini’s fame had reached Rome, 
whither he was invited in 1758. There he com- 
posed the opera L’ Alessandro nell' Indie, which es- 
tablished his reputation at once. Itis said that 
this opera contains one of the best overtures that 
was ever written. 

In 1760, Piccini composed and produced another 
opera whose success cast all his previous works 
into the shade. It was the famous comic opera 
—La Cecchina, or, as it has been otherwise called 
La Buona Figliuola. Its performance excited the 
city of Rome to the highest point of enthusiasm 
—perhaps extravagance would be the better word. 
Forthwith, it was performed in every theater of 
Italy ; all classes from the highest to the lowest 
crowded to witness it, and everywhere it was ad- 
mired. It is said that even new fashions in 
dresses took the name of La Céechina. Newsigns 
for shops and hotels were lettered La Cecchina. 
A noble family named a newly-built villa near 
Rome La Cecchina. Its airs were sung by ladies 
and gentlemen everywhere; workmen in the 
field, and mechanics in the shop whiled away the 
tedious hours by singing parts of La Cecchina. 
Itinerent musicians in the streets, and even beg- 
gars in the highways sang La Cerchina ! 

Whilst this opera was at the height of its popu- 
larity in Rome, Jomelli, a distinguished mu- 
sician arrived, on his way to Naples. He heard 
everybody speaking of La Cecchina and its author, 
of whose name, he had hardly ever heard be- 
fore. Of course he went to hear it, though, it is 
said with great indifference, imagining it to be 
the production of some precocious boy !—He gave 
it his attention, or rather it chained his whole 
mind from beginning to end! At its conclusion, 
he was surrounded by a crowd of amateurs who 
desired his opinion of La Cecchina. Saïd he,— 
‘“hear the opinion of Jomelli;—this is inven- 
tion !’’—which was considered as emphatic a pane- 
gyric as Jomelli could possibly have pronounced. 

The drama of this celebrated comic opera, was 
composed by Goldoni at Parma in 1775, and was 
founded on a novel called Pamela, and written 


Piccini’s spirit was aroused by such reproaches, 
and replied in such a way as to convince his mas- 
ter that he (Piccini) was in the rigkt! Then Leo 
spoke to him kindly, and desired him to attend 
every morning in order to receive instructions 


by Richardson. It: vas re 1 
by Duni, but it was more fortunate in 
hands of Piccini. An Exiglidh.suthor sys, thné, 
the music of this opera approached more pearly 
to the modern form, than that of any other piece 
equally old. The two finales which terminated 
each act, were the great features of novelty, and, 
in the hands of Piccini, they had a developement 
and extent, which pieces of this description had 
never previously received. 

Piccini’s next great work was the opera—Olim- 
piade which was written and performed in the 
winter of 1761 :—the drama of which was com- 
posed by Metastasio—said to be also the most 
deeply interesting of all the dramas he ever 
wrote. In this work, Piccini rivalled, and in some 
parts even surpassed Pergolesi, Galuppi and Jo- 
melli who had previously set it to their own mu- 
sic. It was in this opera, that Piccini displayed 
the extent of his innovation upon the Italain style 
of composition, more perhaps than upon any 
other work. This innovation was manifested 
specially in the structure of airs and duets. It 
bad been the fashion to crowd the second part of 
the air with modulations—begin da capo, and con- 
clude with the first part. Duets also seemed to 
have been cast in one mould, beginning with a 
slow movement—first a solo, afterwards the voices. 
were united. There was also a short second part 
and then the first part was repeated. This old 
fashioned and unvarving structure, Piccini utterly 
discarded, and in their place, adopted the form 
of a slow movement, succeeded by a quick one, 
which became more rapid and energetic towards 
the close, and terminated without any return 
to the first movement. This gave an anima- 
ted and dramatic form to airs and duets, 
which had never before been attempted, and 
which proved to be so popular, that it was after- 
wards adopted more or less rigidly, by Sacchini, 
Anfossi, Sarti and manyothers. Indeed, this ac- 
celeration of movement, seems to be but natu- 
ral, because it so happily expresses the increasing 
intensity of passion or feeling. On this model, 
are built the airs and duets of most modern com- 
positions. 


PICCINI IN NAPLES. 


After a residence of fifteen years in Rome, 
where, for the greatest part of that long period, 
he had retained his popularity, Piccini returned 
to Naples. The immediate cause of this return, 
was an act of injustice, which camo near costing 
his life. Anfossi was his rival. He brought out 
an opera in 1773, called 27 Sconosciuto perseguito, 
which was attended with great success. From 
this moment, Anfossi engrossed the affections of 
a people, of whom it has been well said, they 
could never hava more than one idol at a time. 
Piccini had been his master in composition, and 
perceiving in his pupil, evidences of vigor, and 
tact, he conceived an affection for him, and gave 
him the influence of his own great name, in 
bringing him before the public. Anfossi’s first 
engagement in Rome, though unfortunate in its 
results, was effected through Piccini's influence, 
which was extended to him for two or three 
years afterwards. In consequence of repeate” 
failures, Anfossi would have left Rome in disr 
if it had not been for Piccinis exhorta*’ 
stand his ground, not to be discourag- 3% 
apply himself with greater ardor + & 2, 
ion he had deliberately chosen. 
taken; but the master found œ 
tion compromised through the envy 
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